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Mr. Chairman, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

 

1. I have the honour to introduce the report of the Secretary-General on the overview of the financing 

of the United Nations peacekeeping operations. 

 

2.  The report before the Committee provides consolidated information on the budgetary performance 

for the 2018/19 period and the budget proposals for the 2020/21 period. 

 
3.   The report continues to focus on new developments and policy changes. The first part of the report 

(Sections II-X) continues to be structured in line with the eight areas under the Action for Peacekeeping 

initiative. The rest of the report (Sections XI-XVIII and annexes) continues to highlight important 

budgetary and financial aspects of peacekeeping. Following the General Assembly decisions in resolution 

73/307 relating to ‘cash-pooling’ and ‘annual assessments’, we have expanded the report to reflect the 

impact of those decisions. We have also introduced a new section on liquidity. 

 
4.  I will now highlight a few key points on the budget performance for 2018/19 and the budget 

proposals for 2020/21.    
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2018/19 Budget performance 

5. The total approved resources for peacekeeping operations for 2018/19 was $7.16 billion; the overall 

unencumbered balance of $40.8 million, representing 0.6 per cent of the approved budget, is 

significantly lower than that in 2017/18, when the unspent resources amounted to $73.4 million or 1.0 

per cent of the approved budget.  $29.6 million out of the $40.8 million relates to MINUSCA, resulting 

primarily from lower costs for military contingents ($13.2 million) and air operations ($11.2 million). 

Annex-II contains more details on budget performance by mission. 

 

2020/21 Proposed budget  

6. For the proposed budgets for 2020/21, our estimates stand at $6.7 billion, inclusive of requirements 

in respect of UNAMID for a six-month period from 1 July to 31 December 2020. The approved resources 

for the current 2019/20 period are $6.8 billion, exclusive of the authority to enter into commitments of 

$36.4 million for MONUSCO. 

   

7. Excluding UNAMID and MINUJUSTH, the estimated budget proposals for continuing 

peacekeeping operations for 2020/21 amount to $6.4 billion; this represents a net increase of 3.3 per cent 

(or $202.9 million) compared to 2019/20. The anticipated increase is due mainly to: (a) higher 

requirements for United Nations police personnel and updated civilian cost parameters in MONUSCO 

($75.5 million); (b) higher facilities and infrastructure and aviation costs, and updated civilian cost 

parameters in MINUSMA ($58.5 million); and (c) additional United Nations Volunteers and general 

temporary assistance positions in MINUSCA to support the electoral process ($38.0 million). 

 
8. The principal reasons for the variances for each mission are presented in Annex I of the report.  I 

will highlight the main factors affecting the total resources proposed in the three major categories of 

expenditures. 

 
9.   A net $164.6 million decrease in Military and police personnel is mainly due to (a) the 6-month 

provision for UNAMID for the 2020/21 period, compared with a 12-month budget in the 2019/20 period; 

(b) the provision for lower deployment levels of military contingents at UNMISS, MONUSCO and 

UNISFA; and (c) a reduction in costs of rations due to new contractual arrangements at UNSOS and 

UNMISS. 
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10.   A net $33.5 million increase in Civilian personnel is mainly due to: (a) the application of lower 

vacancy rates for international staff and/or national staff  at UNMISS, MINUSMA, MINUSCA, 

UNISFA, UNIFIL and RSCE, (b) the revised salary scales for national staff including in UNMISS, 

MINUSMA, UNIFIL and RSCE, (c) an increase in the post-adjustment multiplier including in UNMISS, 

UNISFA and the support account, (d) the higher common staff costs including in MINUSMA and 

UNISFA, and (e) the proposed establishment of new posts and positions in UNISFA, UNMISS and 

MINUSMA. 

 
11. A net $14.9 million increase in Operational costs is mainly due to: (a) improving security systems 

at MINUSMA; (b) higher costs of communications and information technology at MONUSCO and 

MINUSCA; (c) facilities and infrastructure work, including construction, at MONUSCO and UNSOS; 

and (d) higher requirements for air operations at MINUSMA and UNSOS. 

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, I look forward to the discussions on this item. 

 


